Advanced technologies and revitalization of the single-family residential architecture from the Polish Socialism Period the examples of realizations by Przesmycka, Elżbieta & Napieralska, Zuzanna












NOWOCZESNE TECHNOLOGIE A REWITALIZACJA 
JEDNORODZINNEJ	ARCHITEKTURY	MIESZKANIOWEJ	
Z	OKRESU	PRL.	PRZYKŁADY	REALIZACJI





protection	statute).	The	article	presents	 the	results	of	 the	research	into	the	present	state	of	 the	conservation	of	selected	
single	family	housing	types	from	Polish	socialism.	The	types	of	housing	chosen	for	the	research	were	realized	with	the	
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badań	będzie	próba	określenia	kierunków	przekształceń	zabudowy	 typowej	 jednorodzinnej	w	ostatnich	20	 latach.	Również	
określone	zostaną	kryteria	oceny	sposobu	modernizacji,	którymi	będą	niewątpliwie:	stan	techniczny	budynku	i	instalacji,	a	także	
jego	sposób	adaptacji	do	zmieniających	się	potrzeb	nowych	użytkowników	i	przepisów	budowlanych.
























2. Single-family house building in 1949–1989 in Poland
Single-family	house	building	started	to	become	more	popular	in	1956	[2].	In	this	year	the	
legislation	regulations	have	helped	to	obtain	credits	from	the	government	for	house	projects.	






supply	 for	 the	 project,	 promoting	 the	 use	 of	 building	 materials	 from	 local	 raw	 material	
supplies,	 entrusting	 construction	 and	 installation	 works	 to	 state	 contractors,	 supporting	






































3. The current condition of the post-war housing estates


















has	 the	 following	 effects:	 each	 part	 of	 a	 semidetached	 house	may	 have	 different	 colour,	
roof,	 windows	 or	 even	 size	 (height).	 This	 disorder	 and	 chaos	 affects	 our	 perception	 in	
a	negative	way	[6].	Restoring	and	upgrading	of	those	houses	is	inevitable,	but	it	is	possible	
to	avoid	wrong	decisions,	which	consequently	would	be	perceptible	for	the	next	years.	The	














The	 current	 upgrades	 put	 on	 modern	 design	 solutions	 include	 good	 and	 sustainable	
materials	and	technologies.	They	are	mainly	caused	by	the	fact	that	advanced	restorations	




Contemporary	modernizations	 is	 using	ventilated	 facades	with	modern	materials	 such	
as	cladding	of	fibre-cement	panels,	HPL	slabs	or	aluminium	panels.	This	type	of	renovation	
provides	comfort	by	keeping	the	exterior	walls	dry,	helps	to	maintain	a	constant	temperature	




Because	 the	majority	of	 installations	 in	 the	building	need	 to	be	 replaced	 (due	 to	 their	
poor	 state	 of	 repair),	 people	 usually	 choses	 innovative	 central	 heating	 and	 ventilation	























































An	existing	building	 is	 an	 example	of	 typical	 polish	 architecture	 from	 the	60’s	XX	–	
a	simplified	modernism.	To	give	a	building	more	geometric	aspect	the	architect	decided	to	




insulation	 the	 tiles	were	 replaced	by	 a	 scratch	pattern	plaster,	which	 eventually	gives	 the	
effect	of	distinguishing	the	base	from	the	rest	of	the	building.	During	the	restoration	work,	
the	problem	of	 accessibility	 to	 the	garden	 from	 the	 terrace	has	been	 solved	by	designing	




housing	 is	 brought	 into	 question.	 It	might	 be	 a	 to be or not to be	 for	 this	 architecture.	
Numerous	upgrades	of	 these	 types	of	buildings,	due	 to	 the	generation	change	or	 just	an	
individual	need,	are	systematically	and	permanently	changing	the	character	of	residential	
communities	[10].







necessarily	bring	 the	desired	effect	and	 it	may	even	aggravate	an	aversion	 to	 this	 type	of	
architecture.	 It	 is	 important	 therefore,	 to	 develop	 the	 knowledge	 of	 the	 aesthetic	 values	
among	people,	the	ability	to	recognize	it	and	practice	[4,	11].	
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